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So we see that many times you can be outwardly a Jew, and seemingly not change
anything, but change everything inside. Joseph did not change any of his values. He did
not listen to Potiphar’s wife. Outwardly, he may have changed, but he rested on Jewish
values. That is the way we have to interpret things. When we are involved with
confusing situations, we have to realize that there are solutions. We have to see G-d
shining through m@m G-d is going to help us solve these problems if we rest

on the values of the mezuzah.

That is what the story of Chanukah and Joseph are really about. G-d is there. We have to
see Him, see that He is there to help us. If we rest on the values upon which He wants us
to rest, we can be assured that we will eventually succeed, as the Maccabees and Joseph
succeeded, but we have to act. Our right hand has to be free. Guided by the fact that

G-d wants us to help Him redeem this world and wants us to live by His values, we have

to interpret the information we have, then act upon it..

We have to realize that G-d is behind history. When we act based upon His principles,
then rest assured we will succeed and make this a better world. Let us all hope and pray
that all of us will see G-d’s hand in the events of the day, and that we will act accordingly
based upon His values and His principles, that we will truly try to fashion good families
and a good world and a good community so the Mashiach will come quickly in our day.

Amen.
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Life is very confusing. Making heads or tails of it demands so much from us. We seem
to always get conflicting messages. This is especially true in our culture today where
people are constantly admonished to do their thing, and, at the same time, to always be
responsible. We are told that we need to think of ourselves, and then we are told we
should always try tgit%e;t‘[‘dfni o&c;‘roblems. On the other hand, there are many who tell
us to flee our problems and start over again. We are told to build on existing
relationships, and we are also told to sever relationships. In our society, we know that
Jews are both loved and hated. We know that those Christians who are most committed
to Israel are also the most committed to converting us; and those Christians who have
given up on converting us consider Israel a colony. They would just as well see the Arab
world swallow it up. We want to be accepted, but those from whom we seek acceptance
demand an exorbitant price - total assimilation. We want to be open and accepting, but
we want to maintain our traditions, Living in the moder world just isn’t easy. Things

are not clear. Boundaries are not fixed. We get so many mixed messages.

This is one of the underlying messages of the Torah portion Miketz: the terribly mixed
messages that we all get, and how we are to handle them. Joseph’s brothers were accused
of being spies by the viceroy of Egypt. One of the brothers, Shimon, was incarcerated,
and the rest were told to go up to Egypt and bring back their younger brother. They
found that their money had been put into the bags of food they were taking back to
Canaan. They were sure that a plot was afoot to kill them. Yaacov thought his sons were

doomed. He did not want to send the brothers back with Binyomin, but when they came
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back to Egypt ’they were greeted royally. They were told that their money had been
received, and the money in the bags must be G-d’s work. They were wined and dined at
the viceroy’s home. Shimon was freed. Everything seemed well and good. They
departed for home, but they were pursued by the viceroy’s messengers, who claimed that
they had stolen the viceroy’s divining cup. Binyomin is framed. The brothers cannot
comprehend these antithetic actions. One moment they are treated badly, and m ext
momem)they are treated well. Questions are asked about their father. Their younger
brother is brought down. What does all this mean? Nothing is clear, but with three
words in Hebrew (four in English) everything becomes clear to them when the viceroy of
Egypt said, “I am your brother, Joseph.” Life is very murky‘,‘:ii%'lcult to differentiate and
to discern the truth u\!'iduvn\; all the mixed messages. With three Hebrew words, the

brothers understood everything.

We believe this is true about all life, that at the end of days G-d will reveal to us why
things have to be the way they are, why there is so much suffering. Meanwhile, we are to

make the best we can of things by relying on the faith that Torah imbues within us.

This idea is emphasized by the holiday of Chanukah. According to Halacha, we are
supposed to light the Chanukah candles outside. They were to be lit on the left side of
the front door as you enter. The mezuzah is supposed to be placed on the right as one
enters %d the Chanukah candles are supposed to be on the left. We are to
“Persume Nisa — publicize the miracle of Chanukah,” the fact that G-d works in this

world, that somehow if we can read the events of our own age through the needs of our
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people and the demands of our Torah, we can pierce through the murkiness of our current
reality and do the right thing, do the tasks that are demanded of us. G-d will help us if we

will act in the right way.

Why is it, though, that we do not light the Chanukah candles outside now? The reason is
because when the Jews lived in Babylonia when it was under Persian rule, the official
religion was Zoroastrianism. Zoroastrianism believes that the four elements - earth, air,
water, and fire - are holy; you cannot use these elements anyway you want at any time
you want. Jews were not allowed to light fire at Chanukah time. The Jewish people
would be in great danger if they were found lighting Chanukah candles outside. They
would be thrown in jail or even killed. There were Zoroastrian inspectors who constantly
toured the communities to make sure their rules wese followed. Therefore, the Chanukah
candles had to be lit inside where nobody would see them. The persecutions passed, but
since the custom had been for many generations to light the Chanukah candles indoors, it
continued. Many traditions in Judaism were thrust upon us because of persecution.
However, we are told that today we are to light the Chanukah candles in the window so
that we can still %e “Persume Nisa — publicize the miracle.” However, why were the

Chanukah candles to be lit on the left and the mezuzah placed on the right?

We know that in Judaism, the right is the favored hand. We do everything with out right
hand because most people are right-handed. Tephillin, which we put on the left hand is
an exception. The rabbis explain that the Torah says, “when the nations of the world look

at a Jew wearing tephillin, they will be in awe of the Jew.” By putting on tephillin, we
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are proclaiming that there is a G-d in the world. We put tephillin on our left araseend
hand because we are supposed to act with our right hand. We perform with our right asss
amd.hand. G-d helps those who help themselves, and we are supposed to act. G-d is the
unseen force which helps us as long as we are fulfilling His goals. If a person s left-
handed, he is actually supposed to put the tephillin on his right hand. We put the
menorah on the left of the door becausc we say only because of G-d’s help did the
Maccabees succeed. The whole story of Chanukah is filled with so many coincidences
and contradictions. The Maccabees were able to succeed because they saw what other
people could not see, and they based their acting - their right hand - on the mezuzah. The
mezuzah, of course, contains the Shema and G-d’s promises to us. Not everybody could

see in the Maccabean time, or in our time, that G-d was there and helping us.

In fact, if we look at the story of Chanukah, we can see that it could be explained very
naturally. The reason the Maccabees won was not because of an overt miracle; they won
because Antiochus died. He left a young son and one of the generals, Lf:ius, became the
regent. After he took over power, a pretender to the throne arose in Mesopotamia. The
empire stretched from Turkey through Mesopotamia, and L]cius did not want to fight
wars on two fronts. Therefore, he made up with Judah and gave the Jewish people
religious freedom and semi-independence. Later, after he put down the pretender, he
changed his mind and went against Judah. Most Jews, though, were not interested in
fighting for full independence. Judah fought with only 800 men against r frl::ly and was
himself killed. It was true that before this time, before L’cius had decided to make peace

with Judah, Judah had defeated several of the Syrian armies. The first thing Judah did, of
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course, after he got his semi-independence was to sign a treaty with Rome. Antiochus
really did not act in an irrational fashion. He had fought against Egypt for many years
and finally conquered it, only to be told by Rome, that upstart new world power that was
knocking at his door right across the Bosporus, to get out of Egypt or he would be
attacked. Eventually, Rome did conquer the Selucid Empire and Jewish independence,
which was gained at great cost, was Jost after about 78 years because two brothers could
not decide who should be king. They appealed to Pompeii, who was then sitting in

Damascus, and Pompeii decided for them. From then on, Jews had puppet rulers.

So we can see that the events that transpired in the time of the Maccabees were similar to
r b b
the great power confrontations of today, which is exactly how lesmsl . Israel
sort of fell through the cracks. Seven empires would never have allowed Israel to take
hold and declare independence if not for the fact that they, themselves, were weakened by
world wars and collapsé: the Turkish, Russian, Austrian-Hungarian, Italian, German,
"o bl .
French, and British Empires. ¥ look around today and say we cannot see G-d. That is
why we have to publicize the miracle. G-d is there at our left side. We have to act, but
He is there helping us. Many times we cannot see it. Look at the Gulf War thwsgest
hampened: thirty-nine Scuds hit Israel, 4,000 buildings were destroyed, and nobody was
killed. We know that G-d is there helping us.

Joseph was able to interpret the dreams Pharaoh did not understand. The brothers had a
hard time understanding what was happening to them until they heard the words, “I am

your brother, Joseph.” Joseph knew that G-d wants us to act in the world. When he
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interpreted the dreams to Pharaoh, he included action. In other words, when G-d
communicates with us by allowing us to assess our current situation correctly, He wants
us to act. That’s why our right hand is free. Therefore, the left hand is the one we put the
tephillin on. We know that Joseph, when he interpreted dreams, always did something
with them. When he got his first dreams, he told them to his brothers and his father. His
dreams always pointed toward some action.” When we have problems, the search for their
solutions should lead us to action. Many times, people cannot even formulate their
problems. They know something is wrong, but they cannot formulate them. If they
cannot formulate them, they cannot arrive at some action. Judaism says when you have
problems, you should act, you should do things. It is like the famous story they tell about
a scientist who determined that a great tidal wave was going to sweep over the earth, and
we were all going to be under water in 24 hours. The Pope declared a day of fasting, and
the Protestant ministers declared a day of prayer; the Chief Rabbis declared that we have
24 hours to learn how to live under water. We have to act, to do things. That is, of
course, the essence of Joseph’s greatn&ss.(.loseph was called Sofais Paneach, which the
rabbis say means he was in motion and resting at the same time. How is that possible? It
is possible because he rested upon the values of our faith. That is why the mezuzah is on
the right. He rested on them, and everything he did was based upon them, although he
changed other things. He changed outward appearance, his language, his dress. His
brothers did not recognize him. The brothers, on the other hand, did not want to change
anything outwardly, but they changed everything inwardly. How could they be good
Jews when they sold their brother and cavorted with prostitutes and engaged in shady

business deals? They did not treat some of the other brothers correctly either.




